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On Sept. 25 in Asuncion, Planning Minister Washington Ashwell said the government does not
have, nor can it obtain in the near future, sufficient funding to finance economic recovery. The
minister added that the government faces a task similar to that of a rural doctor forced to deal
with a serious illness "without the use of X-rays or electrocardiograms." According to Ashwell,
the government's campaign to reduce public spending will commence without the benefit of any
investment. The "official" total of debt service arrears, he said, is $400 million. At present, only the
Inter-American Development Bank, the US Agency for International Development, and Japan are
receiving debt service payments from Asuncion. (Basic data from AFP, 09/25/90)
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